
Stat 401: Introduction to Probability Fall 2011

Instructor data.

Name: Dr. Ryan Martin
Office: SEO 506
Phone: 312-413-2156
Email: rgmartin@math.uic.edu (best way to contact me)

Course data.

Prereq: Grade C or better in MATH 210
Textbook: Hogg, McKean & Craig, Introduction to Mathematical Statistics, 6th ed.
Lectures: MWF 10:00–10:50am in Taft Hall 208
Office hrs: MWF 11:00am–12:00pm, or by appointment
Website: http://www.math.uic.edu/∼rgmartin/stat401.html

Course objectives. Probability theory is itself a branch of mathematics, based heavily
on calculus and analysis, with a wide range of applications across the social and physical
sciences. This course will give students the necessary technical background for further
study in any of these applications, particularly in mathematical statistics. A tentative
list of topics to be covered is available on the course website.

Software. We will occasionally make use of the statistical programming software R. It
can be downloaded for free at http://cran.r-project.org.

Assignments and grades. “Weekly” homework is worth 10%, two midterm exams
are worth 25% each, and a cumulative final exam is worth the remaining 40%. The
tentative dates for the two midterm exams are 09/30 and 11/11, in class; the final exam,
as determined by the university, will be 12/09 from 10:30am to 12:30pm. Course grades
will be assigned according to the following rule:

A ≥ 90% > B ≥ 80% > C ≥ 70% > D ≥ 60% > F.

I reserve the right to make adjustments to the overall grading policy, but the letter grade
cutoffs will be no stricter than those advertised above.

Other points of interest.

• No late homework will be accepted, and no make-up exams will be given without
a valid excuse.

• You may discuss homework problems with your classmates, but you must write up
your solutions independently. Direct copying of another student’s homework/exam
will result in a zero grade for both students. See the UIC Guidelines for Student
Conduct, at http://www.uic.edu/depts/dos/studentconduct.html.

• Disputes about homework/exam grading must be brought to my attention within
one week after the graded paper is returned.
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